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 La Silla Problems Report: On Going 
LPRS TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010103 2.2m Qsemu communication problem No news. IKA is in holidays. 

010134 2.2m L2p2agr is failing every day after startup Could be related with the previous one 

010099 3.6m 3.6m hydraulic presostat To be closed. It becomes a maintenance work. 

010108 3.6m  Calculated value of the axial pad A8 foce is incorrect by ~59 
kg at Zenith 

JFL will prepare the table in a readable way for IKA. 

010139 3.6m Exposure meter  counter device failed To ask G.Lo Curto if there is a spare 

010047 ASM Meteo stations operational issues Not implemented yet. No priority has been given. 

010009 NTT SOFI detector noise No news 

010128 NTT Sid Time panel crash UT time installed. To be closed. 

010132 Other  Opslogs arriving empty in Autrep Patch was installed in all except FEROS and 2.2m TCS. 
Once IKA is back he will determine the next steps to follow. 

 
 La Silla Problems Report: Last Week NTT 
LPRS TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010140 3.6m Electrical and hydraulic system with problems A motor protection of the oil tank transfer system broke 
leaving the system working in an intermittent way. This 
could have burned the motor, so the night was without 
observation because the problem was only found at the 

next day.  Closed 

010141 3.6m Reinstall Operations Engineers PC Closed 

010143 Schmidt Telescope cabling QUEST camera cabling entangled in the telescope’s 
tube resulting in a connector’s failure. Closed 

 
 
 La Silla Technical Action Points 
Telescope 
/General/ 
Safety 

Create 
Date Problem Short Description Action Status Deadline 

NTT 10/1/08 Install Shack Hartmann 
calculation of seeing at NTT to 
standardize site testing packages 
with Paranal 

This is a background work of PLS with a very low 
priority. If possible will be finished before PLS 
departure in June. 

Completed 
from 
Software 
side.  

11/30/08 

NTT 4/14/09 Reflections from filters due to 
different angle from the wheel used 
at 3.6m 

Waiting for Paranal CNC machine operative 
Assigned 8/30/09 

NTT 8/4/09 NTT dome position not visible from 
the new control room 

To study the possibility to use the external camera that 
is installed at the door’s upper frame. If not possible, 
then to be closed 

Assigned  

3.6m 11/7/09 
Define 3.6m dome open status as 
hatch#4 open and include it in 
wlsasm dome info. file 

To be commented by IKA 
New Not 

assigned 

3.6m  07/01/10 
Set CALIBRATION UNIT IN with 
HARPS DARK function 

To be commented by IKA 
New Not 

assigned 

General 3/23/09 Access to p2pp from La Silla guest 
network 

To be closed 
Completed  

General 18/08/09 
Remote control of several support 
functions (like hydraulic plants, 
HARPS LED, etc) is not provided 

No advance. It is a background work with low priority. Assigned Not 
assigned 

General 9/13/09 The freeze of VLT and/or MIDAS 
software with their libraries in La K.Banze comes in February to work with PLS. Bench New Not 



Silla and the corresponding 
hardware potential failure. 

marks were prepared by PLS for testing. assigned 

 
 La Silla Change Requests NTT 

CRE 
Number 

Telescope/ 
General Description Status 

 3.6m Dome lightning protection All supports are installed. Next step is to install the collectors.  

 2.2m FEROS Calibration Unit 
Modification Waiting for March shift of AGI and to synchronize it with JPI 

 NTT Rotator B Cabling Re-routing Material arriving on this Thursday. Next week the opening protections to be installed. 

 
 

 La Silla Projects  
Telescope/ Instrument 

DESCRIPTION Action 

3.6m HARPS Sec.Guiding The design of the upper flange to be prepared and sent to Tomelleri for fabrication in Italy. The final design 
drawings of the 
table are going 
to be sent by 

Tomelleri.  

 
 La Silla Miscellaneous 

Item DESCRIPTION 

REM 
Due to some problems in the refilling of the dewars, it was decided that have to be considered the LN2 level with a safe slack 
in order to prevent emptying of the tanks at the time that there is not enough manpower in the mountain. The red and green 
disks are going to be removed as they are confusing in its use. 

3.6m HARPS  
The control of the calibration lamps odometers will be followed by maintenance people when they do their routine visit to the 
area. 

Transport 
Some coordination problems with the transport has happened although the changes have been communicated  by many 
means to astronomers and institutes. We are going to add a link to the web page where this is explained in the welcome e-
mail. 

Radios 
A proposal for the radios was presented by JFL and it is summarized as follows: 
UHF:  
Channel 1: high priority sub tone for Emergency and Rescue Team 
For occasional communication, channels 2-3-4 
Radios UHF are not going to be used as beepers 
VHF:  
Channel 1: Policlinic 
Channel 2: Maintenance 
Channel 3: Engineering 
Channel 4: SciOps 
Channel 5: Logistics, Night Guard, Pelicano Gate, cars 

Kitchen 
A problem with an old electric heater used in the kitchen. This heater is also used at night for the midnight meals, but its 
consumption is too high to justify. It will be changed by a smaller  one with a lower consumption. 
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NTT EFOSC NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
NTT SOFI NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

 
NTT Telescope/Adapters/Dome/Hydraulics NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

11-18.01.10 VAO, GSM Daily inspect to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

15.01.10 VAO, 
BAR,AMAC,
GSM 

Inspection actuator 11, and lubricate axes   LPRS 010137 



15.01 AMA/BAH/ 
OVA/GSM 

Actuator 11 maintenance. According the LPRS 10137 actuator 11 was check 
carefully. It was decide to change the motor by a new one because it was not 
possible to determine the exact reduction of the system. The system receives total 
grease cleaning and replaced by a new one. Test at lab were satisfactory and 
smooth across all the carriage motion. Because I was not aware, we made a 
mistake when we reinstall the unit and we put it on the upper limit. This provokes a 
lot of error messages when we try to initialize the system and all seems OK. When 
we call Ricardo Parra he remarks that the correct way to do that was to have the 
carriage in the middle position. This is because the software has a routine that 
calculate the time to access the init position and when it is over 200 seconds it give 
that’s error messages. So, we follow the instructions and after that the system 
starts to work in appropriate way. There are a second important warning to do this 
job; The actuator have in the top a stainless steel ball, that is mounted on a screw 
mechanism that adjust the pressure over the mirror. It is very important that this 
not touched or turn it during the maintenance procedure, because when it is the 
case, it is really very difficult to readjust it again. In our case, fortunately, nobody 
touch or move in any way that adjust,… but nobody take care of it. 

In relation with the electronic board we return to the original board (actuator 1-16) 
after I found a burned chip (L272) on that, but this board continues with problem in 
other channels. So we re-install the electronic used by Peter, then we realize that 
this board have two missing resistors corresponding to the channel 11. Now we 
are with the same values of speed than in the last year 1.2 N/s (before we have 0.4 
N/s). But anyway, there still have something wrong on that because the normal 
value is around 3 N/s.  

LPRS 010137 

    

    

 
ASM                                      Dimm                                                                                                        ASM                 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
 

3.6M HARPS 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

 
3.6M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

11-18.01.10 VAO, GSM Daily inspection  to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

13.01.10 GIH/BAH/ 
AMA 

EFOSC 1 optics was taking out from the instrument and send it to Paranal.  

11-18.01.10 Ext. 
Prov.,BAH 

Assembly of supports for protection lightning for the dome  

12.01 OVA/GSM/ 
BAH/LAG/ 
AMA 

Hydraulic Plant Problem with a Motor Protection. LAG/BAH solve the problem. LPRS 010140 

13.01 AMA Investigation about the Interlock Complete status signal at the TCS Engineering 
Panel. Sometimes it comes in green led light and sometimes it is not. (Not 
completed up to now) 

 

    

 
2.2M WFI 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 



2.2M FEROS 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

  
 

 

 
2.2M GROND 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
2.2M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

11-18.01.10 VAO, GES Daily inspection  to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

    

 
 
REM LN2 System/Telescope/Instrument REM 
14.01.10 BAH, 

AMA,GIH 
LN2 Dewars in the telescope were changed  

    

 
Schmidt QUEST Cam/Telescope/Dome/Hydraulics Schmidt 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

11-18.01.10 VAO Daily inspect to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

15.01.10 AMA, 
GIH,BAH 

 re –fixed cabling and new vacuum for the camera 

 
 

 
General NTCCD General 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
Site General Maintenance and Infrastructure Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

11-15.01.10 Ext. 
Prov.,BAH 

Preventive Maintenance for the 5 Otis Lifts, (telescope 3.60, NTT, 2.20, 1.54 
Danish) 

 

 
Site Logistics / Safety / Security Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

 
 
Misc. Miscellaneous Misc. 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

11-18.01.10 VAO, 
GSM,JCU 

41 WO From Maximo Preventive Maintenance electric and mechanic M 

13-15.01 AMA/BAH The GPS clock of the Hotel Meeting Room was take and Installed on the NOB 
Observation Room. Actually is in testing state before to install permanently. This 
was an action decide in the 12 January Engineering Meeting. 

 



14.01 AMA/GIH/ 
BAH 

Schmidt telescope cables broken due to a non consider situation on the Delta axis. 
There was a forgotten mechanical piece that changes the normal course of the 
cable fall from the Delta East side of the fork. After this the cable was trap by one 
of the handset hook near the telescope finder. Then, the telescope motion made 
that the trunk cable was stressed and one cable broken at Head Power connector 
level in the West Cryogenic unit.  There was a spring supporting all the trunk cable 
that result complete destroyed.  According the instruction given by David 
Ravinowitz the cable was repaired by copying the same connector from the East 
side.  All the trunk cable was rebuilt by BAH and GSM and the spring replaced by a 
rubber mechanism. After that a pumping process was started and at the same time 
we started the cooling system.  Special thanks to PSI and DRA 

 

14.01 AMA/GIH/ 
BAH 

REM Azimuth power amplifier protection jump again. An inspection reveal that 
there are a mysterious carton box apparently devoted to be use as a cable guiding 
but it made exactly the inverse.  People from REM in Italy were aware about it and 
they have to make some clarifications about this piece. 

After that we proceed to the normal liquid nitrogen refill.  

 

15.01 AMA A request for Power Cycle comes at 21:00. In the process a camera temperature of -
138 degrees was discover in red condition. All the other camera temperature 
indication was in green and in -119 degrees. Anyway it seems to be OK because 
David observe that night with out any problem.

 

16.01 AMA/CRO A request for Power Cycle comes at 20:30.  
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List of Acronyms 

AGO: Andrés González TMES 
ALJ: Javier Alarcon DCS 
AMA: Agustin Macchino   TMES 
API: Aldo Pizarro  SUPP 
ASA: Ariel Sánchez DNOS 
BAH: Bernardo Ahumada TMES 
EMA: Eduardo Matamoros DNOS 
EVE: Enrique Vera TMES 
FCA: Francisco Cáceres DNOS 
 

FLA: Francisco Labraña DNOS 
FOL: Francisco Olivares MEC 
FRO: Francisco Rodríguez MEC 
FVA: Francisco Valdivia TMES 
GIH: Gerardo Ihle 
GSM: Gerardo Smith TMES 
JCA: Jorge Castizaga SLAS 
JDU: Javier Duk SLAS 
 

JFI: José Figueroa MEC 
JFL: Juan Fluxá TMES 
JPI: Juan Carlos Pineda MEC 
JUR: Josefina Urrutia SOF 
JVA: Javier Valenzuela   SUPP 
JVI: Jorge Vilaza   TMES 
ILO: Ignacio López TMES 
LGA: Leonardo Gallegos DNOS 
LRO: Luis Romero TMES 
 

LWE: Luis Wendegass TMES 
MCA: Mónica Castillo DNOS 
MPI: Manuel Pizarro DNOS 
PAR: Pablo Arias DNOS 
PLS: Paul Le Saux DNOS 
PSI: Peter Sinclaire  TMES 
PVE: Pablo Vergara MEC 
RHU: Ramón Huidobro SLAS 
VAO: Oscar Varas TMES 

 
 


